August 5, 2004

Dear Parents and/or Professionals:

The Early Hearing Detection and Intervention program (EHDI) in collaboration with Michigan Hands & Voices is pleased to announce the establishment of the “Guide-By-Your-Side Program”, a paid voluntary program that will link parents of children who are deaf or hard of hearing with families of newly diagnosed children with a hearing loss.

Please help us to spread the word about this exciting new program.

The “Guide-By-Your-Side Program” will be comprised of approximately 15-20 trained “Parent Guides” representing regions within the state of Michigan.  Two of the Parent Guides will be bi-lingual in Spanish and/or American Sign Language.  Parent Guides will work with parents of newly diagnosed children who are deaf or hard of hearing by providing 1-2 home visits to answer questions and to provide information and resources for the family. 

When a child is identified with a hearing loss (with the parent’s consent), the audiologist will make a referral to the “Guide-By-Your-Side Program” and to the Early On ® program.  The EHDI/Michigan Hands & Voices will link a Parent Guide with the identified family. The Parent Guides will initiate a home visit within 10 working days of the referral.  Parent Guides will provide information and resources to the family and will ensure that connections to the Early On ® program are made.

The goal of the “Guide-By-Your-Side Program” is to provide parents of newly identified children with hearing loss with opportunities to meet with a Parent Guide in order to:

1) Provide parents with opportunities to establish a supportive relationship with another parent of a child who is deaf or hard of hearing

2) Provide parents with unbiased information regarding communication options for their child

3) Provide parents with an understanding of the unique needs of infants who are deaf/hard of hearing 

4) Link parents to resources available locally, regionally and statewide; 

5) Effectively link families to their Early On ® program.

Parent Guides will be paid for their time and will be expected to attend an in-depth training in the fall of 2004. Our success in recruiting parents throughout the state of Michigan depends upon you!!  Please forward this letter to any parents and/or professionals who may have contact with parents. For more information, contact EHDI Parent Consultant, Amy Lester at (517) 335-8273 or email lestera@michigan.gov.    

Sincerely,
Yasmina Bouraoui, MPH

Coordinator

Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program

Michigan Department of Community Health

