Book Released—Words In My Hands: A Teacher, A Deaf-Blind Man, An Unforgettable Journey

It’s never too late to learn.  Ask Diane Chambers whose eighty-six- year old deaf-blind student learned sign language and consequently thrived in the last years of life.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—CONIFER, CO/ 10/30/2008—Blind and deaf from Usher’s Syndrome since age forty-two, Bert Riedel loses his lifelong mate at age eighty-six.  Without his “eyes and ears” to the world, Bert moves to Colorado to live with his son and daughter-in-law, to live out the remaining years of his life in silence and darkness.  But his children are not willing to watch their father endure a painful decline.  They have ideas.  Bert had a profound spirit and desire for life.  The combination lays the groundwork for a remarkable and uplifting story.  

This heartwarming narrative about the life-changing power of sign language is told by Diane L. Chambers, Bert’s sign teacher.  Meeting Bert for the first time, Diane recounts the powerful emotion she experiences as she hears Bert playing Beethoven on the piano.  “In over twenty years as an interpreter the silence of deafness has usually shut people out of the world of sound; and blindness adds further complications.  Right away I knew this was going to be a unique experience.”  Little did she know how much her world would be transformed by the relationship with her new student. Words In My Hands is the true story of their unforgettable journey.
This book will be enjoyed by those who interact with deaf, hard of hearing or blind persons.  Professionals in health care, social services, or education will gain valuable insight into the daily struggles and triumphs of their clients.  Anyone needing an uplifting story with a joyful message will find Words In My Hands fits the bill.

“Diane Chambers has written a strong, compassionate story.  Her teaching of sign to a deaf-blind, elderly man tells us that we can, and should, teach, learn, rise, rejoice and gain in wisdom until we die.”  

Joanne Greenberg, Author of I Never Promised You a Rose Garden and In This Sign, Golden Colorado.
“Words in My Hands is a penetrating look at deaf-blindness and the interpreting issues involved when the condition has its onset in an adult with no previous exposure to sign language.  Ms. Chambers, the author, is an experienced interpreter and her book is a valuable contribution to the field of interpreting.  It should be a part of every interpreter’s professional library and must reading in programs preparing students planning to be interpreters.  Words in My Hands is a welcome addition to this field.”

——Dr. McCay Vernon, Professor Emeritus of Psychology, McDaniel College, and Chairperson of the National Deaf Academy Advisory Board.
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a sign language interpreter for 27 years.  She
Ellexa Press LLC, Conifer, Colorado                    lives with her husband on Conifer Mountain.                                                  
For more information or to order the book visit www.ellexapress.citymax.com
